Antarctica’s “Wondrous Cold”
The adventurous spirit of Joan Myers
by Michael More

Daryl Cobabe, South Pole Tunnel Worker, Antarctica
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Cape Evans Blizzard, Antarctica

D

aryl Cobabe’s contract calls for high pay, free
room and board, and mandatory breaks every
half hour. He works indoors, in a climate-controlled environment where temperatures hover around
60 degrees—below zero.
Cobabe (page 18) is a “tunneler,” one of a few hundred handpicked specialists with the skills and stamina
required to keep science projects at the South Pole Station up and running.
The Antarctica we know calls to mind tuxedoed penguins belly flopping off dazzling white glaciers into dazzling blue water under dazzling blue skies. But look at
Cobabe’s portrait and the other images in this portfolio
and you understand why Joan Myers thinks of her tripod heads freezing solid.
She has sailed for hours to photograph the point where
an iceberg 120 miles long tails off into the sea. She laughs
when describing how a pile of blubber cut by the famous 1913-1916 Shackleton expedition still oozes 90year old fresh blood in the spring thaw.
Myers has now spent three years on her Antarctica
project, taking thousands of pictures, and then returning to her studio in Santa Fe, New Mexico, to make spectacular prints. Her sweeping ambition has been to take
it all in. She has traced the history of past expeditions,

whose huts, boots and potbellied stoves are literally frozen in time. She has recorded varied landscapes where
caverns are made of ice, deserts of ancient snow, where
the light rising on the water offers original colors unlike
anything else on earth.
She has photographed blizzards with 50-mph winds,
a virtual nation of 50,000 penguins, the frozen relics of
legendary explorers, the wildlife, the telescopes, the icebergs, and the endless desolation, and the ravishing
beauty.
She shows us the 90-year old darkroom set up by Herbert Ponting (page 22), a member of the tragic 19101913 British expedition under Captain Robert Falcon
Scott. There are seals and penguins, meteorites and fossils, and the complex scientific equipment used today.
She has visited a number of the international stations
on the continent to photograph “the most wonderful
people in the world.” She has portrayed the selected
scientists and workers whose exceptional skill, will and
stamina are prerequisites for admission. Myers has documented “anthropological artifacts” such as the cappuccino machine that Italian scientists at the Terra Nova
station consider essential.
text continued on page 22
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King Penguins, South Georgia
McMurdo Station, Antarctica
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Crystal Sound Iceberg, Antarctica
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